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Six Senses Zighy Bay, Oman

THE HOTEL Backed by the Hajar mountains of 

the Musandam Peninsula in northern Oman, Six 

Senses Zighy Bay is regularly described as the 

most remote and romantic beach hotel in the 

Middle East. Where else can you arrive by para-

glider? Where else do bicycles come with padded 

pedals for barefoot riding?

THE BOAT Dhahab is Zighy Bay’s newly restored 

27-metre traditional Omani dhow, designed to 

take up to six guests (in three cabins) in splendour 

on a three-day, two-night excursion along the  

majestic, fjord-like coastline exploring tiny fish-

ing villages and secluded bays.

BOOK IT A week-long itinerary, including five 

nights at Zighy Bay, B&B, and a two-night private 

charter on Dhahab, all-inclusive, costs from 

£6,260pp, based on four people travelling together, 

including flights and private transfers, with  

Red Savannah. (01242-787800; redsavannah.

com). Children under 12 are not permitted on  

Dhahab. Alcohol not permitted on board

4BJM�BOE�TUBZ
The world’s finest hotels are enticing 

guests to stay longer and see more by 

extending their accommodation, ethos 

and service – and even seconding their 

best staff – to their very own luxury 

boats, says Pamela Goodman
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The Strand, Yangon, Myanmar (Burma)

THE HOTEL Once considered the ‘finest hostelry east of 
Suez’, The Strand in Yangon has undergone mixed fortunes 
during the past century. After an extensive refurbishment 
programme in 2016, however, the wheel has turned again 
in its favour, restoring the hotel to its legendary status as 
the finest and most elegant address in Myanmar’s capital. 
THE BOAT The Strand Cruise is perhaps the most stylish 
river cruiser to be found on the Ayeyarwady River. The  
ship launched in 2016 and can accommodate up to 54  
passengers on either a three- or four-night itinerary  
between Bagan and Mandalay. You can expect all of the 
mod-cons: floor-to-ceiling windows, a round-the-clock 
butler service, a spa and an on-deck pool. 
BOOK IT A six-night journey including a four-night cruise from 

Bagan to Mandalay (full-board) and two nights at The Strand  

in Yangon (B&B), costs from £2,530 per person, based on two 

sharing, including flights, transfers and lounge passes, with  

Elegant Resorts (01244-897515; elegantresorts.co.uk) 

 

Amanwana, Moyo Island, Indonesia

THE HOTEL A tented wilderness hideaway is the only 
sign of habitation on this tiny island east of Bali. Moyo is 
both a nature and marine reserve, and Amanwana a full-
on, nature-intensive retreat. Being Aman, the tents (all 20 
of them) are lavishly appointed: part wall, part canvas, 
part stone deck – the Asian equivalent of safari chic.
THE BOAT For extended cruises within the Indonesian  
archipelago, Amandira (sleeping up to 10 guests) is an  
exquisite two-masted, traditional phinisi sailing yacht that 
roves the seas from Amanwana to Komodo National Park 
and the Raja Ampat Islands – a wonderland of natural 
beauty both above and below the water.
BOOK IT A seven-night Indonesian itinerary, including a five-

night cruise on board Amandira and two nights at Amanwana, 

costs from £21,100 per person, full-board, based on two sharing, 

including flights, transfers and diving, kayaking and trekking  

experiences, with Scott Dunn (020-8682 5060; scottdunn.co.uk)
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Borgo Santo Pietro, Tuscany, Italy

THE HOTEL Danish couple Claus and Jeanette Thottrup 
are behind this idyllic retreat, an hour’s drive south of 
Florence. It’s not just the main thirteenth-century villa that 
is exquisite, but the gardens and food. Four new pool suites 
(bringing the number of rooms to 20) opened in 2017.
THE BOAT Satori is the Thottrups’ dream realised – a 
41.5-metre wooden sailing yacht, built to Claus’s specifica-
tions by master boat builders in Bodrum. She sleeps 10, 
comes with a full selection of toys (jet tender, seabobs, 
kayaks), and can be chartered in the Mediterranean in the 
summer and the Caribbean in the winter. Several staff ro-
tate between ship and hotel, including the Michelin-starred 
chefs who cook in a novel on-deck, open-view galley.
BOOK IT Borgo Santo Pietro (borgosantopietro.com) suites cost 

from €750, room only. One week on board Satori (satoriyacht.

com) costs from €84,000, excluding food, beverages, fuel, port 

fees and off-board activities. 

Soneva Fushi, Maldives

THE HOTEL The perennial favourite of the Maldivian 
eco-conscious cognoscenti, who know that this lovely hotel 
in the Baa Atoll ticks every sustainable, rustic-chic box. 
Sonu and Eva Shivdasani were pioneers in making the 
barefoot, Robinson Crusoe-style beach experience sexy 
and, despite being constantly challenged by new arrivals in 
the archipelago, this hotel is still at the top of its game. 
THE BOAT In a natural progression from land to sea,  
Soneva in Aqua is a two-cabin, floating villa built entirely 
from environmentally sound, zero-emission materials – 
but at no expense to either luxury or design idiosyncrasies 
(check out the sunken, glass-bottom bath in the master 
suite). Itineraries are custom-made for each client and can 
even include an astronomer among the five-strong crew. 
They vary between one and three nights
BOOK IT A week-long itinerary with five nights at Soneva Fushi, 

B&B, and two nights on board Soneva in Aqua, full-board, costs 

from £7,369 per person, including flights and seaplane transfers, 

with Turquoise (01494-678400; turquoiseholidays.co.uk)
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